Just before his death, his mother had been prevailed upon to permit the abstraction of blood from his arm, but at a period when the measure was hopeless. The blood, which was drawn at this time, differed much from that which had previously been taken away, as its coagulum was firm and resisting, cupped upon its surface, and would no doubt have presented the buffy coat, had it flowed more rapidly from the vein; while the blood which had been drawn during the continuance of the hydrophobic symptoms was flat upon its surface, and loosely coagulated, as we usually find it to be in diseases attended with spasmodic action of the muscular system.
Although little analogy appears to exist between hydrophobia, which is a febrile and infectious disease, and tetanus, which is uninfectious and not necessarily accompanied with fever, yet it is worthy of remark, that, in the instance of Patrick Higgins, to whose case of tetanus I have above alluded, the patient narrowly escaped falling a victim to pneumonia, at a time when the tetanic symptoms were nearly at an end; and I may also observe, that, in all those cases of hydrophobia which have fallen under my observation, the patients, shortly before the setting-in of the symptoms, had been exposed to some considerable excitement.
